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I first encountered Professor Kaplan through his extraordinary study, Holiness in Words: 

Abraham Joshua Heschel’s Poetics of Piety, while researching my dissertation on the 

Trappist monk and spiritual writer Thomas Merton. Ed’s work on Heschel became for 

me the apogee of “humane scholarship” at its very best, what Heschel called a “pre-

theological” kinship in God, crossing all confessional boundaries. Several years later, I 

was thrilled to meet him during a Merton scholars’ retreat at the Abbey of Gethsemani 

in Kentucky, the beginning of an enduring friendship that continued into his last years, 

when we met periodically over Zoom. These were precious conversations to me, fed, I 

am sure, by the living memory and spirit of witnesses who were Ed’s own models in 

interfaith dialogue and encounter – Heschel and Merton, Howard Thurman and Martin 

Luther King, Jr. I have had few more significant teachers and mentors, living or dead, 

than Ed Kaplan. I miss him dearly.    
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