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“Edward Kaplan lived resolutely - joyfully - the social-political values embedded in his 

many, widely diverse books. A meticulous scholar, a noted expert in French literature, 

he emerged as a keen observer of the inner workings of contemporary Jewish 

theology in two major books, the first co-authored, on Abraham Joshua 

Heschel.  Kaplan was drawn to Heschel precisely because his religious insights were 

encased in resolute principles of human decency, the requirement to work resolutely 

to better the world. Kaplan's singular gentleness, a decency that informed his being 

as well as his work, made him a justly celebrated figure in the university world and 

beyond.” 
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