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Susanne Jennings is an alumna of 

Cambridge University in Theology. 

She taught courses in London on 

Judaism and the Abrahamic faiths, 

and was a tutor at Maryvale 

Pontifical Institute for the BA 

degree in Applied Theology.  

 

 

Susanne has a long-established background in the field of interfaith and 

interest in its capacity to open up new and imaginative ways in which 

divisions can be addressed and the furtherance of peace facilitated. She 

worked for the Roman Catholic Diocese of East Anglia with special responsibility 

for education, liturgy and interfaith. Her current work includes tutoring students 

from the UK, South Korea and China in English Literature, and Theology and 

Religious Studies. 

 

usanne collaborated with colleagues at Cambridge University Library on 

an exhibition of c. 17th-century travelling Qur’ans (see the photo below), 

creating events among which was 'Medieval Mystics in Conversation' - 

the event, featuring Vanessa Paloma Elbaz, Wilf Jones, and Imam Ali Tos, drew 

on Jewish, Christian and Islamic poetry, music and philosophy.  
 

 

The exhibition item. Courtesy of Susanne Jennings. 
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https://www.cam.ac.uk/
https://www.maryvale.ac.uk/
https://www.maryvale.ac.uk/
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Usanne has had an enduring interest in the life, work and thought of 

Abraham Heschel and Thomas Merton and has written and given 

conference papers on both men.  She convened academic talks on 

various aspects of the Abrahamic religions, including Professor Wendy Pullan’s 

The Struggle for Jerusalem’s Holy Places.  

 

usanne’s chance meeting with Professor Edward K. Kaplan (Z’’L), while 

on retreat at Thomas Merton's abbey in Kentucky (USA),  led to an 

enduring friendship and the sharing of projects concerned with the 

promotion of interfaith dialogue and understanding.  

 

usanne has written for UK, Irish and Polish publications. Among her 

writings is a study which focused on how Jews and Catholics were 

pejoratively depicted as figures worthy of national suspicion in the guise 

of the rabbi and the priest in 19th-century English Literature. She is the editor of 

the Merton Journal of Great Britain and Ireland.  
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https://www.amazon.co.uk/Spiritual-Radical-Abraham-Heschel-1940-1972/dp/0300115407
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Thomas-Merton
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Struggle-Jerusalems-Holy-Places/dp/0415505364
https://oxfordinterfaithforum.org/blog/inaugurating-the-edward-k-kaplan-interfaith-lectureship/
https://www.thomasmertonsociety.org.uk/

