
Paul Kessler (1926 – 2015), French Physicist 
 

Paul Kessler (born 17 July 1926 in Vienna, died 5 June 2015 in Paris) was a French physicist best known for his work in high-

energy and photon-photon physics and for his long academic career associated with the Collège de France, particularly in 

the Laboratoire de Physique Atomique (LPA) where he worked from the 1950s into the 1970s. 

 

📌 Early Life and Career 

 • Kessler was born in Vienna in 1926 and later settled in France, where he pursued his scientific career. 

 • In the 1950s, he joined the Laboratoire de Physique Atomique (LPA) at the Collège de France in Paris, then led by 

Francis Perrin. 

 • Prior to joining the Collège de France, he was affiliated with the Institut Henri Poincaré (IHP) in Paris. 

 

📌 Scientific Contributions 

 

Kessler’s research focused largely on theoretical and experimental aspects of photon-photon processes and relativistic 

quantum electrodynamics: 

 • He published influential papers on photon–photon collisions and methods for calculating processes in quantum 

electrodynamics, including work on factorization techniques and helicity amplitudes in high-energy scattering. 

 • In the late 1960s and early 1970s, Kessler co-authored several notable physics studies on electron-positron collisions 

and related particle production processes, often in collaboration with other physicists such as J. Parisi and collaborators. 

 

📌 Later Years and Activities 

 • Kessler retired in 1992 and ceased active scientific publication around 1994. 

 • Beyond physics, he continued his life-long human rights advocacy, defending freedom and political prisoners, 

including Soviet Jewish Refuseniks. He also worked as a translator of German and American literature into French. 

 


